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C  OUTH  AFRICA  has  played  an  impor- 
^  tant  part  in  our  lives,  and  we  are 
grateful  that  in  being  called  to  labour  in 
the  Mission  Field  we  have  been  assigned  to 
return  once  again  to  sunny  South  Africa. 
During  1930-33  President  Wright  served  as 
a  travelling  missionary  here,  and  in  1936 
we  were  married  in  Cape  Town.  Our 
daughter  was  born  in  this  country,  and  here 
we  have  been  established  in  business  and 
have  cultivated  friends  all  over  the  Union. 
In  all,  this  is  the  sixth  trip  to  South  Africa 
for  President  Wright,  the  third  for  Sister 
Wright,  and  the  second  and  third  for  our 
children.  Surely  a  large  part  of  our  hearts 
will  always  remain  in  this  land. 

South  Africa  and  the  people  of  this  beau- 
tiful country  have  been  most  kind  and  hos- 
pitable to  us,  and  often  we  have  wondered 
how,  if  ever,  we  might  be  able  to  repay 
them  our  debt  of  gratitude.  We  are  sure 
we  couldn't  adequately  do  so  in  any  other 
way  but  to  share  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
with  them.  Now  the  Lord  has  blessed  us 
with  this  wonderful  opportunity  by  calling 
us  to  preside  over  this  Mission,  where  we 
will  be  devoting  our  full  time  to  His  work 
in   service   to  South  Africans. 

We  feel  that  it  is  a  great  blessing  to  our 
lives  to  work  with  you  good  people  in 
whose  very  lives  we  have  seen  the  Gospel 
bring  many  sweet  and  inspiring  changes. 
It  will  also  be  a  great  blessing  to  be  asso- 
ciated with  the  choice  young  men  who  are 
called  to  labour  here  as  missionaries.  Our 
lives  will  be  enriched  by  the  examples  of 
their  lives. 

Although  our  hearts  are  filled  with  love, 
and  we  are  grateful  for  this  opportunity  to 
serve,  we  feel  very  humble  in  our  calling. 
It  has  been  our  pleasure  to  observe  from 
first  hand  the  administrations  of  Presidents 
Dalton,  Backman,  Folland,  and  Sharp,  and 
we  know  of  the  outstanding  work  each  has 
accomplished  in  his  time.  We  appreciate 
the  splendid  progress  that  has  been  made 
in  the  past,  and  in  our  humility  we  sin- 
cerely ask  for  your  sustaining  confidence, 
faith,  and  supplications.  We  pray  that  we 
will  receive  your  co-operation  and  prayers 
to  enable  us,  "with  the  blessings  of  Heaven, 


to  add  some  little  bit  to  the  excellent  work 
which  has  gone  before. 

A  great  blessing  came  into  our  lives 
recently  in  meeting  with  various  members 
of  the  Church  Authorities,  from  whom  we 
received  much  timely  advice  and  instruc- 
tion regarding  our  work  here.  We  were 
set  apart  for  our  Missions  under  the  hands 
of  Presidents  Smith,  Clark,  and  McKay, 
and  are  thrilled  with  our  knowledge  that 
these  men  are  the  prophets  of  the  Lord 
here  on  the  earth.  We  counsel  you,  our 
brothers  and  sisters,  that  the  greatest  joy 
and  greatest  safety  in  all  the  world  will 
come  from  following  their  counsel.  They 
are  our  inspired  leaders. 

Our  trip  to  South  Africa  via  air  was  the 
first  one  undertaken  by  LDS  missionaries 
to  this  continent  and  the  speedup  in  trans- 
portation is  in  keeping  with  the  increased 
tempo  of  Church  work  generally.  During 
President  Dalton's  six  years  in  this  country 
he  had  only  fifty  missionaries  to  assist  him. 
Now  our  forces  number  75,  and  other 
Elders  have  been  called  to  labour  here  and 
are  awaiting  their  turn  to  enter  the  coun- 
try. Quite  recently  the  Union  Government 
generously  increased  our  missionary  quota 
to  75.  With  our  increased  number  we  look 
forward  to  more  intense  proselyting  activ- 
ity, more  extensive  functioning  of  local 
organizations  under  direction  of  local  peo- 
ple, building  of  additional  Branch  build- 
ings, a  long  awaited  visit  from  one  of  the 
General  Authorities,  and  other  expansion 
in  the  work  of  our  Lord. 

The  trip  from  our  home  in  Salt  Lake 
City  was  interesting  and  most  enjoyable. 
We  travelled  by  train  to  New  York,  making 
stops  en  route  at  Chicago  and  Washington, 
D.C.  Aboard  the  S.S.  America  we  travelled 
in  company  with  sixteen  missionaries  who 
had  been  called  to  labour  in  the  Nether- 
lands, England,  and  France.  We  met  with 
them  to  hold  Sacrament  and  study  meet- 
ings, and  on  the  Sunday  conducted  Church 
services  for  the  entire  ship  at  the  invita- 
tion of  the  officers.  In  London  we  were 
interviewed  several  times  by  reporters, 
which  indicates  a  favourable  reaction  from 
the  press  and  a  big  step  forward  from  the 
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days  of  Church  persecution.  We  also  met 
with  President  Sonne  of  the  European  Mis- 
sion and  received  much  important  advice 
and  had  the  pleasure  of  discussing  Mission 
problems  with  President  Boyer  of  the 
British  Mission.  From  England  we  tra- 
velled to  Lisbon  by  way  of  Paris,  and  after 
spending  one  night  in  the  Portuguese  capi- 
tal proceeded  to  South  Africa,  arriving  at 
Palmietfontein  after  making  short  stops  at 
Dakar,  Accra,  and  Leopold ville.  From 
London  to  Johannesburg  in  24  flying  hours. 
Much  faster  than  our  first  trip  to  this 
country ! 

The  welcomes  received  in  Johannesburg 
and  Cape  Town  were  thrilling  to  us  and 
will  be  long  remembered.  At  the  two 
points  of  arrival  there  were  a  total  of  50 
missionaries  to  meet  us,  including  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Sharp,  as  well  as  many 
members  of  the  Church,  some  of  whom 
had  travelled  many  miles,  and  also  friends 
and  associates  from  former  business  days. 

On  two  or  three  recent  occasions  in  Utah 
we  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  with  many 


returned  missionaries  who  had  served  in 
this  country.  We  have  spent  much  time 
with  Presidents  and  Sisters  Dalton,  Back- 
man,  Folland,  and  also  visited  President 
Sessions,  Sisters  N.  G.  Smith,  and  Martin. 
All  of  those  people  remember  South  Africa 
and  you  good  people  with  thoughts  of  love 
and  tenderness  and  all  expressed  a  desire 
to  be  remembered  to  their  friends  in  this 
land.  Some  have  told  us  that  they  won't 
ever  be  satisfied  until  they  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  return  to  this  land  once  again. 

We  look  forward  to  travelling  through 
the  Mission  as  soon  as  conditions  and 
affairs  here  at  headquarters  will  permit.  It 
will  be  grand  to  see  our  dear  old  friends 
again  and  a  joy  to  meet  the  people  who 
have  recently  come  into  the  Church.  We 
love  you  all,  and  pray  that  the  blessings  of 
our  Heavenly  Father  will  be  with  you  in 
your  lives  and  in  your  homes. 

President  and  Sister 
EVAN  P.  WRIGHT. 


FAREWELL 


MANY  a  fear-filled  eye  watched  tne 
"Stirling  Castle"  move  slowly  away 
from  the  docks  on  November  26th  when  our 
released  President  and  Sister  June  B.  Sharp, 
Alan  and  Lajune  began  their  return  trip 
to  Zion. 

The  Elders  provided  the  big  crowd,  of 
well  wishers  with  an  array  of  colourful 
songs  just  prior  to  the  ship's  sailing.  It 
was  a  royal  send-off  which  will  be  long  re- 
membered. 

The  unexpected  sailing  of  the  "SS 
Greely  Victory"  on  the  morning  of  Novem- 
ber 24th  with  Elders  Asa  T.  White  and 
Harvey  G.  Evans  aboard  surprised  many 
of  the  friends  and  associates  of  the  depart- 
ing Elders.  However,  a  group  from 
Cumorah  was  on  hand  to  wish  them  fare- 
well as  their  ship  sailed  for  New  York. 
Elder  White  is  returning  to  Rexburg, 
Idaho,  and  Elder  Evans  to  Kansas  City, 
Missouri. 


We  congratulate  these  two  on  their  out- 
standing service  to  the  Lord  and  their  fel- 
lowmen  while  missionaries  in  South  Africa. 
We  have  asked  each  of  them  to  make  a 
parting  statement : 

ELDER   ASA  T.    WHITE. 

One  never  looks  with  joy  at  the  thought 
of  parting.  It  brings  to  mind  happy  times, 
moments  when  our  wisdom  grew  and  in- 
stants when  we  really  felt  common  ground 
of  understanding,  and  that  these  are  about 
to  terminate  into  the  vague  uncertainty  of 
the  future. 

Truly  I  love  the  people  of  South  Africa. 
I  have  benefitted  by  knowing  and  having 
everyone  of  you  as  brothers,  sisters  and 
friends.  Each  of  you  has  contributed  in 
some  way  to  my  personality.  These  ideas 
and  actions  have  enriched  me  and  helped 
to  make  me  broader,  wiser,  and  more 
understanding. 
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Elder   White. 

I  shall  always  treasure  these  things  in 
my  memory.  I  shall  ever  try  to  portray 
those  things  you  have  exemplified  to  me. 
May  I  through  these  and  more  direct 
means  help  the  people  I  meet  to  under- 
stand and  appreciate  South  Africa. 

I  came  to  this  country  to  help  to  create 
brotherly  love,  peace,  and  harmony ;  to 
help  to  bring  to  people's  minds  a  recog- 
nition of  their  responsibility ;  to  awaken  a 
desire  for  humility  and  growth ;  to  recog- 
nize the  true  path  towards  the  Master's 
example.  This  I  think  I  have  attempted 
to  do. 

The  things  one  does  can  never  justly  be 
judged  by  himself  or  those  in  immediate 
access  to  details  until  time  has  allayed  all 
prejudice  positive  or  negative.  My  only 
prayer  is  that  when  I  stand  before  the  judg- 
ment bar  it  will  be  said,  "He  tried." 

ELDER  HARVEY  G.  EVANS. 

To  a  land  and  people  who  have  given  me 
their  hospitality  and  love,  their  tears  and 


Elder  Evans. 

joys,  wind,  rain,  and  sunshine,  I  now  say 
farewell.  It  is  interesting  to  note  the  word- 
ing of  that  oft  used  phrase,  for  in  it  is  con- 
tained many  of  the  feelings  of  those  who 
love  and  cherish  the  progress  of  mankind. 

To  you  I  say,  may  you  fare  well  in  all 
your  righteous  endeavours  and  above  all, 
may  you  fare  well  in  doing  good  to  those 
around  you. 

South  Africa  has  meant  much  to  me  in 
the  nine  odd  years  I  have  lived  here  and 
it  has  meant  much  to  making  me  what  I 
am  to-day.  When  the  chance  came  for  me 
to  go  on  a  mission  I  asked  to  be  sent  back 
to  this  land,  to  try  in  part  to  repay  those 
who  had  done  so  much  for  me  and  helped 
me  along  the  road  of  life.  The  extent  to 
which  I  have  succeeded,  not  in  repaying, 
but  rather  in  showing  my  gratitude,  will 
only  be  known  as  the  years  go  by,  but  this 
I  want  to  say :  I  am  very  thankful  for  the 
opportunity  I  have  had  to  thus  give  of  my 
time  and  talent,  to  my  many  friends  and 
acquaintances  here. 

May  the  Lord  bless  you  all,  and  may  His 
spirit  be  with  all  those  who  are  striving  to 
do  good  to  their  fellow  man. 


OFFICERS 

The  mission  officials  have  increased  with 
the  appointment  of  Elder  Robert  C.  Taylor 
as  associate  editor  of  the  C.S.M.,  mission 
historian  and  commissarian,  and  Elder 
Glen  J.  Pinegar  as  mission  supervisor  of 
auxiliaries.     Elder  Pinegar  wll  be  respon- 


APPOINTED. 

sible  for  assisting  the  Sunday  schools  and 
Mutuals  to  work  out  their  programs  and 
carry  them  through. 

Eldei  Heber  R.  Olson  has  been  appointed 
mission  secretary.  These  three  positions 
complete  the  mission  officers. 
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ii 


A  SIGN  UNTO  YOU;"' 


(A  Short  Story  by  Elder  O.  Juan 
Whiting.) 


T~HE  first  blackness  of  the  desert  night 
'  caused  each  rock  and  tree  to  take  on  a 
grotesque  appearance  which  would  be 
frightening  to  the  novice,  but  to  Hanan  it 
was  all  part  of  a  shepherd's  life.  From  his 
reclining  position  where  he  watched  his 
flock  pick  their  evening's  resting  place,  he 
looked  up  and  drank  in  the  beauty  of  the 
brilliant  display  of  miriad  stars.  He  won- 
dered at  their  twinkling  luster  and  wished 
he  understood  their  meaning. 


Elder  Whiting. 

He  arose  silently,  took  one  last  look  at 
the  huddled  forms  in  the  valley  below  him, 
then  headed  toward  the  campfire  which 
was  a  short  distance  away.  As  he  walked 
he  had  the  poignant  feeling  that  something 
glorious  was  about  to  happen.  He  shook 
his  head,  gazed  again  at  the  star-filled 
heavens,  then  continued  walking. 

An  unusual  silence  reigned  over  the  little 
camp  as  Hanan  entered ;  each  man  and 
woman  seemed  wrapped  in  thought.  Hanan 
was  impressed.  His  gaze  passed  from  one 
member  of  the  group  to  another.  They 
seemed  his  own  flesh  and  blood,  and  why 
not?  The  only  life  he  knew  was  with  this 
nomadic  group.  They  were  a  part  of  his 
very  existence.  Old  Jeshua  sat  as  if  en- 
tranced by  the  erratic  movements  of  the 
fire.    He  was  old,  82  years  to  be  exact,  but 


to  Hanan  he  seemed  no  older  than  he  did 
when  first  he  could  remember  the  old  man. 
Jeshu  was  wise  and  good,  and  he  imparted 
these  characteristics  to  all  at  every  oppor- 
tunity. All  that  seemed  to  grow  older  a*bout 
him  was  his  wisdom,  but  for  the  past  few- 
years  his  joints  and  ligaments  had  become 
stiffened  to  the  point  that  he  could  no 
longer  walk  without  the  aid  of  other  human 
help. 

The  sound  of  footsteps  could  be  heard, 
and  old  Jeshua's  son,  Adin,  returned  from 
another  flock  of  sheep.  His  grey,  deep-set 
eyes  vividly  portrayed  his  profound  nature. 
He  was  blessed  with  an  unusual  ability  for 
leadership,  and  with  the  guidance  of  his 
loving  father,  he  had  been  able  to  help  the 
little  group  prosper  both  temporally  and 
spiritually. 

The  sound  of  Adin's  voice  brought  them 
to  attention,  "Brethren,  I've  been  troubled 
this  night  as  never  before  in  my  life.  It  is 
as  if  God  Himself  were  trying  to  communi- 
cate with  me.  I've  prayed  alone,  but  re- 
lief has  not  been  given  me ;  therefore,  let 
us  pray  together  that  we  might  know  His 
will  concerning  us." 

They  bowed  their  heads,  and  at  the  end 
of  Adin's  heartfelt  prayer,  all  remained 
silent.  Hanan  felt  a  nearness  to  God  that 
he  had  never  before  experienced.  Sud- 
denly a  light  of  inexpressible  brilliance 
descended  about  the  group.  "Ahs"  of 
astonishment  could  be  heard.  Hanan  was 
certain  he  was  dreaming,  yet  never  had 
anything  seemed  so  real.  In  the  midst  of 
the  resplendent  light  could  be  seen  a  glor- 
ious personage  clothed  in  a  silky  white 
robe.  Never  had  Hanan  experienced  such 
a  sight !  Every  fiber  of  his  body  tingled 
with  thrilling  sensations. 

Only  old  Jeshua  seemed  unmoved,  yet 
his  face  was  alight  with  a  completely  paci- 
fied expression.  The  brilliance  about  the 
little  group  was  indescribable ;  it  was  like 
looking  directly  at  the  noon-day  sun,  al- 
though there  was  no  glare  or  strain. 
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Suddenly  the  personage  spoke ;  his  voice 
was  soft,  yet  it  seemed  to  Hanan  that  he 
could  almost  feel  it,  and  his  very  bosom 
was  thrilled. 

"Fear  not :  for,  behold,  I  bring  you  good 
tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all 
people.  For  unto  you  is  born  this  day  in 
the  City  of  David  a  Saviour,  which  is 
Christ  the  Lord.  And  this  shall  be  a  sign 
unto  you;  Ye  shall  find  the  babe  wrapped 
in  swaddling  clothes,  lying  in  a  manger." 

The  voice  stopped,  but  the  manifestation 
was  not  complete,  for  there  was  with  the 
angel  a  multitude  of  heavenly  hosts  prais- 
ing God  and  saying,  "Glory  to  God  in  the 
highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  to- 
ward men."  Then  the  vision  passed  away, 
and  the  group  again  found  themselves  in 
the  dim  fire  light. 

For  some  moments  there  was  no  move- 
ment from  anyone.  Their  strength  seemed 
to  have  left  them  completely.  Then  Adin 
extended  his  arm  and  spoke,  "God  has 
been  kind  to  us,  my  brethren.  Our  prayer 
has  been  answered,  and  now  we  must 
hasten  to  the  city  and  search  out  this 
Christ,  for  He  may  need  our  aid." 

Hanan  stood  as  if  stunned ;  this  must 
be  a  dream,  for  why  should  angels  appear 
to  insignificant  shepherds  telling  of  the 
long  awaited  Saviour's  birth?  He  closed 
his  eyes,  shook  his  head,  then  leaned 
harder  against  the  tree  stump  at  his  side. 
Suddenly  he  became  aware  that  Adin  was 
speaking  again,  "The  night  is  dark,  there- 
fore we  must  be  very  careful  in  our  travels. 
Hanan,"  he  said,  turning  to  the  youth, 
"You  and  Thomas  help  my  father.  I  will 
lead  the  way." 

Most  of  the  group  had  already  passed 
from  view  by  the  time  Hanan  and  Thomas 
had  reached  Jeshua's  side.  They  raised 
the  old  man  to  a  standing  position  and 
then  began  their  journey.  Hanan  didn't 
mind  the  slow  pace,  for  it  gave  him  time 
to  think  and  to  analyze  the  evening's 
events.  "Did  we  really  see  and  hear  what 
we  thought  we  did?"  he  finally  asked.  The 
question  was  directed  as  much  to  himself 
as  to  the  others.  Old  Jeshua  answered,  his 
voice  swollen  with  feeling,   "My  boy,  we 


have  witnessed  this  night  more  power  and 
glory  than  the  combined  efforts  of  all  man- 
kind can  produce,  for  we've  seen  God  re- 
veal His  desires  to  men  on  earth.  It  truly 
was  revelation  direct  from  God,  but  we  are 
yet  to  witness,  this  night,  even  greater 
miracles,  for  the  Saviour  we've  awaited  has 
been  born,  and  we  were  promised  by  God's 
messenger  that  we  would  be  privileged  to 
see  Him." 

The  old  man  moved  his  feeble  legs  with 
renewed  effort,  and  Hanan  realized  they 
were  progressing  rapidly  on  their  way. 
Something  was  certainly  inspiring  Jeshua, 
but  he  feared  for  the  old  man's  welfare. 
Faith  seemed  to  radiate  from  Jeshua,  and 
again  Hanan  felt  the  tingling  sensations 
he'd  had  during  the  vision.  He  wanted 
Jeshua  to  talk  more  concerning  this  Christ 
who  was  to  be  born,  but  suddenly,  as  they 
moved  down  a  slight  incline,  Thomas 
slipped,  and  the  three  men  fell  hard  to  the 
ground.  Hanan  arose  quickly,  his  *one 
hand  still  holding  the  old  man,  but  Jeshua 
made  no  effort  to  move.  Hanan  knelt  at 
his  bide  and  asked  if  he  were  all  right. 
The  old  man  replied,  "Please  leave  me,  I 
cannot  continue  further,  the  long  walk  and 
now  the  fall  has  been  too  much  for  me." 

"We  can  carry  you,"  exclaimed  Hanan. 

"I'm  afraid  not,"  replied  Thomas,  who 
had  just  arisen,  "  I  can  hardly  stand  on  my 
leg.    It  feels  almost  as  if  I'd  broken  it !" 

The  old  man  uttered  a  sob  which  was 
hardly  audible,  and  tears  came  to  Hanan's 
eyes.  Jeshua  had  said  that  God  promised 
by  His  angel  that  all  of  their  group  should 
see  the  newly  born  Saviour.  If  this  dear 
old  man  had  such  faith,  then  why  couldn't 
he  exert  a  little  himself.  He  arose  with  a 
renewed  desire,  leaned  down  and  carefully 
gathered  the  old  man  in  his  arms,  then 
lifted  him  gently.  .  Hanan  was  a  strong 
man,  but  never  had  such  a  heavy  weight 
seemed  so  light  to  him.  He  beckoned 
Thomas  to  follow,  and  they  were  soon 
moving  quickly  toward  the  city  lights 
ahead  of  them. 

After  a  slow,  tedious  journey,  the  three 
arrived  at  the  city's  outskirts.  Hanan's 
arms  were  numb  from  fatigue,  but  he  was 
(Continued   on   Page  132.) 
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CHURCH  TALK 


(Reprinted  from  The  Church  News 
of  Nov.  17,  1948.) 

From  the  Editor's  Desk. 

A  MOST  interesting  and  unusually  fair 
two-page  illustrated  article,  entitled 
"Those  Mormons  Among  Us,"  is  promi- 
nently featured  in  the  September  14  issue 
of  "Spotlight,"  national  weekly  news 
magazine  of  South  Africa. 

A  copy  of  the  magazine  was  received 
this  week  at  the  Church  News  editorial 
office. 

The  sub-heading  of  the  article  says: 
"Basketball,  Not  Polygamy,  Is  Their  Gift 
to  Africa." 

Author  James  Arcot  presents  a  most  un- 
biased discussion  of  the  Mormon  mission- 
aries found  preaching  and  teaching  in  South 
Africa.  Then  follows  his  version  of  the 
founding  of  Mormonism,  the  story  of 
Joseph  Smith,  the  Prophet's  martyrdom, 
the  establishment  of  the  Church  in  Utah 
under  Brigham  Young,  all  told  with  a  fair- 
ness and  unbiased  interest  that  is  most  un- 
usual in  the  world  to-day. 

Mr.  Arcot  adds  a  few  interesting  con- 
clusions after  telling  South  Africans  the 
story  of  Mormonism.     He  says  in  part : 

"Whether  or  not  the  Book  of  Mormon 
is  gospel  or  fake  will  never  be  established. 
The  most  cogent  argument  for  its  genuine- 
ness is  that  Joseph  Smith  had  absolutely 
nothing  to  gain  from  a  fraud  and  every- 
thing— his  life,  in  the  end — to  lose." 

Moreover,  any  professional  writer  read- 
ing the  book  will  at  once  affirm  that  it 
shows  unusual  vigour  of  style,  and,  as  a 
piece  of  writing,  would  be  far  beyond  the 
powers  of  a  country  lad  like  Smith.  You 
can,  of  course,  say  the  same  of  Hamlet  .  .  . 
far  beyond  the  powers  of  William  Shake- 
speare. You  arrive  at  the  same  vague 
point  in  each  case,  that  the  genius  of  the 
one  and  the  genius  of  the  other  both  de- 
rived from  inspiration. 


"Any  writer,  poet,  painter, sculptor,  com- 
poser, will  at  once  point  out  that  there  is 
such  as  thing  as  inspiration,  when  the 
human  vehicle  of  a  great  or  noble  work  is 
evidently  moved  by  a  power  which  comes 
to  him  or  her  from  some  external  source. 

Genuine  or  not,  the  Book  of  Mormon  is 
the  foundation  stone  of  one  of  the  few 
classical  Christian  communities  in  the 
world  to-day. 

"The  Church  is  godly,  by  anyone's 
standard;  its  adherents  live  properly,  sup- 
porting themselves  and  their  church  by 
their  own  efforts;  every  member  pays 
tithes  in  the  Old  Testament  way ;  nor  is  it 
so  unworldly  that  hands  of  pious  horror 
are  held  up  at  the  doings  of  mankind. 

"You've  very  likely  had  a  visit  from  a 
Mormon  missionary,  or  you  may  get  one. 
Not  being  Mormons  ourselves,  we  aren't 
going  to  try  and  do  any  of  their  proselyting 
for  them,  but  we  would  ask  you  to  deal 
fairly  with  them.  Besides,  having  been 
visited  and  having  made  up  your  mind  that 
your  own  belief  is  good  enough  for  you, 
you'll  still  find  them  willing  to  play  ball 
with  you  .  .  .  very  literally.  For  it  is  to 
the  American  missionaries  of  this  church 
that  South  Africa  owes  its  growing  en- 
thusiasm for  baseball  and  basketball.  They 
coach  and  encourage  wherever  in  the  Union 
the  games  are  played,  and  that's  nearly 
everywhere  to-day. 

"Quite  ordinary  young  South  Africans, 
without  any  particular  convictions  of  any 
sort  except  that  they  prefer  games  to  les- 
sons, go  along  on  the  evenings  when  the 
missionaries  have  basketball  practice  in 
their  halls  and  learn  the  rudiments  from 
the  missionaries,  many  of  whom  are  young 
men." 

Perhaps  as  one  newspaper  man  to  another 
it  would  be  proper  for  us  to  express  to  Mr. 
Arcot  and  the  publishers  of  "Spotlight" 
our  thanks  for  a  good  piece  of  reporting. 
They  have  told  a  good  story,  told  it  in- 
terestingly, accurately  and  fairly. 

HENRY  A.  SMITH. 
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WITH  THE   MISSIONARIES 


ARRIVALS 

The  following  missionaries  arrived  in 
Cape  Town  on  November  19th  aboard  the 
M.V.  Silverteak. 

ELDER  WAYNE  DELMAR  BELL  of 
LeGrande,  Oregon,  was  assigned  to  labour 
with  Elder  Frank  M.  Bradshaw  in  Park- 
wood,   Johannesburg,  Transvaal  District. 

ELDER  ROBERT  MORRIS  PATRICK 
of  Spring ville,  Utah,  was  assigned  to  labour 
with  Elder  Stewart  H.  Parker  in  Pinelands, 
Cape  District. 

ELDER  JOSEPH  DALE  REED  of  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  was  assigned  to  labour 
with  Elder  G.  Ronald  Bowles  in  Ronde- 
bosch,  Cape  District. 

ELDER  JOHN  ARTHUR  TAYLOR  of 
Provo,  Utah,  was  assigned  to  labour  with 
Elder  J.  Paul  Jewkes  in  Heathfield,  Cape 
District. 

TRANSFERS 

ELDER  MILTON  V.  BACKMAN  was 
transferred  to  Pretoria,  Transvaal  District, 
from  Bloemfontein,  O.F.S.  District,  on 
November  16th.  He  is  labouring  with  Elder 
Donald  V.  Warner. 

ELDER  HAROLD  L.  BECKSTRAND 
was  transferred  to  Benoni,  Transvaal  Dis- 
trict, from  Durban,  Natal  District,  on 
November  16th.  He  is  labouring  with 
Elder  Herbert  G.  Wilcox. 

ELDER  STANLEY  H.  COCKRELL 
was  transferred  from  Springs,  Transvaal 
District,  to  Durban,  Natal  District,  on 
November  16th.  He  is  labouring  with 
Elder  Robert  W.  Gardner. 

ELDER  KENNETH  R.  CURTIS  was 
transferred  within  the  Transvaal  District 
from  Ramah  to  the  Norwood  District  on 


November  16th.  He  is  labouring  with 
Elder  Bert  E.  H.  Wride. 

ELDER  GEORGE  E.  D ALTON  was 
transferred  from  the  mission  office  as  mis- 
sion secretary  to  Port  Elizabeth,  Eastern 
Province  District,  on  November  19th.  He 
is  labouring  with  Elder  George  W.  Quick. 

ELDER    DAVID     O.     DREDGE     was 

transferred  from  Benoni  to  Springs  within 
the  Transvaal  District  on  November  16th. 
He  is  labouring  with  Elder  Garth  M.  Pax- 
man. 

ELDER  T.  MAX  EVANS  was  trans- 
ferred from  Heathfield  to  Sea  Point  within 
the  Cape  District  on  November  22nd.  He 
is  labouring  with  Elder  Grant  F.  Chandler. 

ELDER  LA  VAR  MATKIN  was  trans- 
ferred from  Pretoria,  Transvaal  District,  to 
Durban,  Natal  District,  on  November  16th. 
He  is  labouring  with  Elder  Maurice  K. 
Heaton. 

ELDER  HEBER  R.  OLSON  was  trans- 
ferred from  Rondebosch,  Cape  District, 
back  to  the  mission  office  as  mission  secre- 
tary on  November  16th. 

ELDER  RICHARD  J.  REISNER  was 
transferred  from  Pretoria  to  Ramah  within 
the  Transvaal  District  on  November  16th, 
where  he  is  labouring  with  Elder  Robert 
B.  Herzog. 

ELDER  OSCAR  G.  ROWLAND  was 
transferred  from  Durban,  Natal  District, 
to  East  London,  Eastern  Province  District, 
on  November  16th.  He  is  labouring  with 
Elder  C.  LaVar  Rockwood. 

ELDER  LE  ROY  R.  STEVENS  was 
transferred  from  the  mission  office  to 
Bloemfontein  in  the  O.F.S.  District  on 
November  23rd.  He  is  labouring  with 
Elder  Milan  Q.  Felt. 


December,   1948. 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER. 


129 


ELDER  ROBERT  C.  TAYLOR  was 
transferred  from  Vredehoek,  Cape  District, 
to  the  mission  office  on  November  22nd. 

ELDER  ASA  T.  WHITE  was  trans- 
ferred from  Port  Elizabeth  to  the  mission 
home,  where  he  recuperated  until  his  de- 
parture November  24th. 

ELDER  O.  JUAN  WHITING  was 
transferred  within  the  Cape  District  from 
Plumstead  to  the  mission  home  to  work 
with  Elder  Alan  G.  Sharp  in  the  Rosebank 
area  on  October  25th. 

ELDER  A.  STERLING  WORKMAN 
was  transferred  to  Vredehoek  from  Sea 
Point  within  the  Cape  District  on  Novem- 
ber 22nd.  He  is  labouring  with  Elder  J. 
Clyde  Goodman. 

ELDER  MERLIN  H.  WORKMAN  was 


transferred  to  Pretoria,  Transvaal  District, 
from  East  London,  Eastern  Province  Dis- 
trict, on  November  16th,  where  he  is 
labouring  with  Elder  Kenneth  H.  Mitchell. 

ELDER  BERT  E.  H.  WRIDE  was 
transferred  from  Parkwood  to  the  Norwood 
District  within  the  Transvaal  District  on 
November  16th.  He  is  labouring  with 
Elder  Kenneth   R.    Curtis. 

ELDER  GLEN  J.  PINEGAR  was  trans- 
ferred from  Pinelands,  Cape  District,  to 
the  mission  office  on  November  27th,  where 
he  will  act  as  mission  supervisor  of  auxil- 
iaries. 

ELDER  DUANE  S.  WILLIAMS  and 
ELDER  O.  JUAN  WHITING  are  acting 
as  supervising  elders  in  the  Cape  District. 

They  are  both  living  at  the  mission  home. 


DISTRICT  HIGHLIGHTS 


CAPE   DISTRICT. 


MOWBRAY  BRANCH. 

Saturday,  November  6th,  was  a  big  day 
at  Cumorah  thanks  to  the  Cape  District 
Relief  Societies.  Due  to  the  combined 
efforts  of  the  Mowbray,  Sea  Point,  and 
Northern  Suburbs  Relief  Societies  the 
annual  bazaar,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Mowbray  Sisters,  was  a  huge  success. 

The  MIA  presidency  has  selected  Brother 
Gordon  Terblanche  to  be  Scoutmaster  of 
10  scouts  who  are  at  present  enrolled. 

The  closing  primary  social  on  November 
1 6th  was  in  the  form  of  a  welcome  to  the 
Wright  children,  Barbara  Jean,  Douglas 
and  Evan.  President  and  Sister  Wright 
were  also  present. 

During  the  past  month  there  have  been 
three  baptismal  services  held  at  Cumorah. 
We  are  thrilled  to  welcome  these  new  mem- 
bers into  the  Church  and  extend  our  best 
wishes  for  much  growth  and  happiness  in 
their  association  with  the  Saints.  The  new 
members  are :  Leonora  Zinn,  baptized  by 


Elder  Robert  C.  Taylor  October  31st;  Nev- 
ille Winston  Butt,  eldest  son  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Francis  Butt,  baptized  by  Elder 
Duane  S.  Williams  on  October  24th ;  Emily 
Rosemund  Louw,  daughter  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Dirk  Louw  of  Epping  Garden 
Branch,  baptized  by  Elder  Jule  C.  Perry 
on  October  24th ;  William  Phillip  George 
Heard,  baptized  by  Elder  Stewart  H.  Par- 
ker on  November  21st;  Olga  Beta  Petter- 
son,  baptized  by  Elder  O.  Juan  Whiting 
on  November  21st;  Douglas  Owen  Van 
Eck,  baptized  by  Elder  O.  Juan  Whiting 
on  November  21st;  Patricia  Maureen  Edith 
Lambrick,  baptized  by  Elder  Glen  J.  Pine- 
gar. 

The  Northern  Suburbs  Branch  assembled 
at  Brother  Leslie  Halse's  home  October 
31st  in  the  capacity  of  a  combined  confer- 
ence and  farewell  service  for  President 
June  B.  Sharp  and  family. 

Miss  Joan  Beatrice  Lodge,  former  friend 
and  associate  of  Cumorah  and  daughter  of 
Sister  Elsie  Lodge,  was  baptized  on  Octo- 
ber 20th,  1948,  in  England  by  Elder  Bow- 
den  of  the  Stockport  Branch  and  confirmed 
by  Elder  Brinton  Beverley. 
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Daphne  Carr,  .formerly  of  Cape  Town, 
was  a  welcome  visitor  at  Cumorah  during 
October. 

Cape  District  conference  was  held  on 
November  21st  in  the  Mowbray  chapel. 
Conference  goers  heard  from  President  and 
Sister  Wright  for  the  first  time  in  the  morn- 
ing session  as  well  as  farewell  addresses  by 
Elder  Alan  G.  Sharp,  La  June  Sharp,  and 
Elder  Roy  R.  Stevens.  Other  speakers 
were  brother  Peter  Gilmore  and  brother 
Thomas  Wilson. 

A  very  large  crowd  filled  the  chapel  for 
the  evening  meeting  where  they  heard  in- 
spired words  from  Sister  Wright,  Sister 
Sharp,  President  Sharp,  and  President 
Wright.  The  branch  choir  and  the  Elder's 
chorus  provided  music  for  the  occasion. 

On  November  24th  the  Mowbray  Branch 
gave  a  farewell  social  for  President  and 
Sister  June  B.  Sharp  and  family.  Brother 
Sam  Rayner  arranged  the  program  of 
music  with  several  numbers  from  the 
Elders  chorus,  Cumorah  chorus,  Elder 
Parker,  Margaret  Long,  and  Theo  Rayner. 
Brother  Park  represented  the  branch  in 
presenting  the  Sharps  with  a  going-away 
present. 

EASTERN   PROVINCE   DISTRICT. 


EAST  LONDON  BRANCH. 

(Reported    by    Elder    Clarence    L.    Rock= 
wood) 

Over  70  friends  and  members  of  this 
branch  were  present  on  Friday,  October 
22nd,  when  Elders  Margetts,  Romney, 
Workman,  and  Rock  wood  presented  a 
variety  concert  with  all  the  trimmings  in 
the  Cambridge  Town  Hall.  Besides  the 
four  Elders,  Mr.  Thomas  Kriel,  Miss  Reeda 
Boysen  and  Miss  Theo  Boysen  helped  to 
make  it  a  success.  After  the  concert  a 
truth  or  consequences  program  with  audi- 
ence participation  was  presented.  We  hope 
to  put  on  another  show  with  as  much  suc- 
cess as  this  last  one. 

Sunday  morning  November  7th,  Patricia 
Dean,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Sister  A.  C. 
Dean,  and  Petrus  Van  der  Walt  were  bap- 
tized by   Elder   C.    L.    Rockwood   in   the 


Buffalo  river.  They  were  confirmed  at 
Sunday  school  by  Elder  Merlin  H.  Work- 
man and  Elder  Aldon  L.  Romney  respec- 
tively. 

PORT   ELIZABETH    BRANCH. 

(Reported  by  Clarence  Dollar) 

On  the  30th  of  October  the  Branch  held  a 
dance  for  church  members  and  friends. 
The  dance  was  a  success.  Under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Branch  the  relief  society  pre- 
pared and  served  the  refreshments.  Every- 
body agreed  that  the  wide  array  of  tasty 
refreshments  was  most  delicious  and  those 
who  could  not  dance  enjoyed  the  evening 
with  just  the  refreshments.  This  dance 
marked  the  closing  of  all  auxiliaries  for  the 
year  excepting  the  Priesthood  classes  which 
will  carry  on  as  usual. 

Sister  L.  J.  Dollar,  who  has  just  come 
out  of  hospital  recently,  is  still  confined  to 
her  bed  and  is  progressing  very  slowly.  We 
are  all  praying  for  her  restoration  to  health. 

NATAL   DISTRICT. 


DURBAN  BRANCH. 

(Reported  by  Elder  Edwin  Cammack) 

The  Sunday  School  sponsored  a  "Brei- 
vleis"  on  September  17th.  It  was  very 
successful  and  everyone  had  a  good  time. 

Sunday,  September  19th,  the  branch  re- 
organized. Elder  Kuttler,  president, 
Brother  Smith,  first  counsellor,  and 
Brother  Jakins,  2nd  counsellor,  were  re- 
leased and  Brother  Louis  Duncan  was  set 
apart  as  branch  president  with  Elder  Ed- 
win Cammack  as  1st  counsellor  and 
Brother  John  Bence  as  2nd  counsellor. 

On  Friday,  October  22nd,  the  Sunday 
school  held  a  "Beetle  Drive"  in  aid  of 
funds  for  the  Christmas  tree. 

TRANSVAAL    DISTRICT. 


RAMAH    BRANCH. 

Brother  Phipson  was  knocked  cold  by  a 
car,  and  was  badly  bruised,  but  has  now 
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recovered.  Brother  Fred  Ninnovv  Jr.  is 
also  back  in  harness  after  his  recent  acci- 
dent. Sister  Norma  C.  Ninnow  is  ill  in 
hospital  and  as  she  is  our  primary  mother, 
last  Sunday  evening's  meeting  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Primary  was  dedicated  to 
her  speedy  recovery.  Brother  Matthews  is 
still  ailing  after  a  long  and  painful  illness. 

The  MIA  held  their  Gold  and  Green 
Ball  on  the  3rd  of  October  and  the  elders 
sponsored  a  spooky  "Halloween  Carnival" 
on  Friday,  the  29th  of  October. 

New  members  baptized  on  October  31st 
were  Johannes  Paulus  Brummet ;  Francis 
Hendrikus  Van  der  Westhuizen  ;  Johannes 
Jurie  Van  Staden  ;  Martinus  Johannes  Pot- 
gieter. 

Sunday  School  Sacrament 

Gem  and  Concert 

Recitations 

January,  1949. 

Sacrament  Gem. 

'Tis  good  to  meet  each  Sabbath  day, 
And,  in  His  own  appointed  way, 

Partake  the  emblems  of  His  death, 
And  thus  renew  our  love  and  faith. 

Gospel   Doctrine. 

And  then  they  shall  look   for  me   and, 

behold, 
I  will  come ;  and  they  shall  see  me  in  the 
clouds  of  heaven,  clothed  with  power  and 
great  glory,  with  all  the  holy  angels ;  and 
he  that  watches  not  for  me  shall  be  cut 

off. 

D  and  C  45  144. 

Gospel   Message. 

Be  not  deceived :  God  is  not  mocked ;  for 
whatsoever  a   man   soweth,    that   shall   he 

also  reap. 
For  he  that  soweth   to   his   flesh,   shall   of 
the    flesh    reap    corruption ;    but    he    that 

soweth 
to  the  Spirit,  shall  of  the  Spirit  reap 
life  everlasting.  Galations  6  :  7-8. 


Seniors. 

If  any  man  defile  the  temple  of  God,  him 
shall  God  destroy ;  for  the  temple  of  God 
is  holy,  which  temple  ye  are. 

1   Cor.  3:17. 

Juniors. 

Wisdom  is  the  principal  thing ;  therefore 
get  wisdom  ;  and  with  all  thy  getting  get 
understanding.  Proverbs  4:7. 

Intermediate  Class. 

Thou  shalt  not  be  idle ;  for  he  that  is 
idle  shall  not  eat  the  bread  nor  wear  the 
garments   of  the   labourer. 

D  and  C  42  :42. 

Primary, 

When  I'm  very  happy, 
This  is  what  I  sing, 
"Thank  you  God  I  thank  yon, 
Just  for  everything." 

Kindergarten. 

Be  happy  sings  the  little  bird, 
On  bow  beneath  the  blue ; 
Be  happy,  happy  all  day  long, 
And  others  will  be  too. 

RELIEF  SOCIETY  CORNER 

Jean    D.    Wright. 
FRENCH    DRESSING. 

i  cup  oil. 

2  tablespoons  vinegar. 

3  tablespoons  lemon  juice. 

2  tablespoons  tomato  catsup. 

i  teaspoon  salt. 

i   teaspoon   mustard. 

i  teaspoon  paprika. 

2  tablespoons  sugar. 

Put  all  in  bowl  in  order  of  recipe  and 
beat  with  egg  beater.  Then  put  in  refrige- 
rator. Very  good  on  shredded  lettuce  and 
tomatoes. 
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A  Sign  Unto  You — From  Page  126. 
determined  that  nothing  should  hinder 
their  progress.  He  was  thankful  when  he 
saw  one  of  his  fellow  shepherds  hurrying 
toward  them;  "This  way,  Hanan,  it  isn't 
far,"  was  the  man's  cry.  These  words 
were  the  stimulant  Hanan  needed,  as  his 
seemingly  dead  arms  suddenly  came  to 
life.  He  felt  a  quivering  movement  made 
by  Jeshua,  and  he  imagined  the  thrill  the 
old  man  was  experiencing. 

The  stable  they  approached  was  small, 
but  many  people  could  be  seen  about  the 
entrance,  most  of  whom  Hanan  recognised. 
As  he  maneuvred  Jeshua  through  the  door- 
way, he  noticed  an  unusual  lighting  effect, 
for  although  there  were  but  few  candles 
burning,  the  room  was  filled  with  a  radiant 
light,  similar  only  to  that  accompanying 
the  angel  they'd  witnessed  earlier  in  the 
evening. 

There  were  only  a  few  in  the  room,  one 
of  whom  was  Adin.  His  whole  counten- 
ance seemed  changed.  His  eyes  sparkled 
with  a  pure,  new  expression.  He  motioned 
Hanan  and  Thomas  to  his  side.  Then  old 
Jeshua  raised  himself  so  he  could  see. 

Before  them,  sitting  on  a  mat,  was  a 
beautiful  lady,  and  in  her  arms  lay  a  child, 
not  different  physically  from  any  normal 
child,  yet  Hanan  felt  a  godly  presence. 
All  the  doubts  he'd  ever  had  left  him.  He 
gazed  down  at  Jeshua ;  the  old  man  was 
sobbing  noiselessly.  Adin  touched  Hanan 
lightly  on  the  shoulder  and  motioned  him 
outside.  After  being  placed  gently  on  a 
bench,  the  old  man  reached  out  and  grasped 
his  son's  hand,  then  motioned  for  Hanan 
whose  hand  he  also  took.  His  words  came 
forth  slowly,  his  voice  filled  with  emotion, 
"Bless  you  Hanan  for  making  possible  the 
fulfillment  of  the  Lord's  promise  and  also 
for  making  an  old  man  very  happy.  I 
know  that  I  am  about  to  pass  away,  but  I 
thrill  in  going,  for  I  know  that  my  Re- 
deemer lives;  I  have  seen  Him  this  night." 
His  hands  relaxed  their  hold,  and  his  head 
slumped  forward.  Adin  gathered  the  limp 
form  in  his  arms  and  slowly  moved  away 
into  the  dark. 

Tears  filled  Hanan's  eyes,  but  happiness 
was  in  his  heart.    He  took  one  last  look  at 


the  glorious  light  coming  from  the  stable 
door,  then  moved  toward  the  disappearing 
Adin.  He  raised  his  head  toward  Heaven, 
thanked  God  and  praised  Him  for  His 
kindness;  then  he  whispered  to  himself, 
"I  too  know,  as  Jeshua,  that  my  Redeemer 
lives." 

MEMORANDA 

BIRTHS— BLESSINGS 

EVERTON.— A  son  was  born  to  Hester 
and  Charley  Everton  of  Port  Elizabeth  on 
November  7th. 

SCHECKLE.— A  son  was  born  to 
Donald  and  Ethel  Scheckle  of  Port  Eliza- 
beth. 

ANDERSON.— A  daughter  was  born  to 
Reuben  and  Francis  Anderson  of  Port 
Elizabeth. 

HUBERT.— Paul  Wyndham,  son  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Bernhardt  Hubert  was 
blessed  on  November  7th,  1948. 

SHARPE. — Larry,  son  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Harry  Sharpe,  was  blessed  Septem- 
ber 5th,  1948. 

LOUW — Hendrik  Johannes  Rudolph, 
son  of  Brother  and  Mrs.  Louw,  was  blessed 
on  October  3rd,  1948. 

TEWSON.— Jennifer  Ann,  daughter  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Edward  Sinclair  Tew- 
son,  was  blessed  on  November  7th,   1948. 

DEATHS 

GRAY. — Sister  Vera  Gray  passed  away 
at  12.20  p.m.  on  November  13th  in  the 
Wynberg  Military  Hospital  after  a  long 
illness.  An  exceptionally  beautiful  funeral 
service  was  held  at  the  Mowbray  chapel 
on  November  15th. 

POTGIETER.— Pieter,  of  Ferndale, 
North  Western  Branch,  died  suddenly  on 
September  5th.  Bro.  Potgieter  was  in 
charge  of  the  home  Sunday  School  at  Fern- 
dale  and  was  a  very  faithful  and  active 
member.  We  extend  our  deepest  sympathy 
to  all  his  loved  ones. 
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